EDITORIAL

May Day (Labour Day)

May Day is the international Day of workers dedicated to
4 workers and labourers across the world. This day celebrates
labourers and encourage them to be aware of their rights.
On this day, people across the world observed the day by
conducting protest and marches to achieve the rights of
workers and save them from exploitation.

Before 19th Century, the workers working conditions
were severe and it was quite Common to work 10 hours
to 16 hours a day in unsafe conditions in America. Death
and injury was common at many work places. Thousands
¢ of men, women and Children were dying needlessly every
# year in the work place. There was bitter attack on workers
and they were seen as slaves in the society. These were the
e facts happened in 1860s. By seeing all these conditions, 8
=8 hours duty concept developed in the minds of all the working

| class. Consultations were held at many places in America. A
- | National convention was held in 1884 at Chicago, the Feder-
¢| ation of organized trades and labour unions proclaimed that
“eight hours” per day is legal right of workers. The concept
of “eight hours” largely supported by strikes and demonstra-
tions in America. Millions of workers came to streets at “Chi-
cago” and demanded 8 hours duty on 04-05-1886. A rally
of workers was moblised calmly with strong determination to abolish slavery system at working
place. But the Government very planedly gun downed the workers mercilessly in the “HAY MAR-
KET” at Chicago. On that day, thousands of workers lost their lives to the cause of 8 hours duty.
More than 3,00,000 workers in 13000 business establishments came to streets on 1st of May to
protest against the vindictive act of Govt. In that situation, the Govt felt Com. Parson, Com. Spices,
Com. Engel and Com. Fisher were responsible for the incident happened at “HAY MARKET” in
Chicago. So, they were hanged on 11-05-1887. The youngest 22 years old Louis Lingg was sui-
cided in Jail. They all became the Chicago Martyrs of working class. Let us all salute the brave
Hero’s, who stood for cause of right of workers and for a fair society and sacrificed their lives. We
cannot forget their noble sacrifices for 8 hours duty to workers.

Then after, workers, many ideologists and fundamentalists condemned the vindictive action
of Government and called all the workers in the world be united to fight out for securing justified
demands. They met in Paris in 1889 and decided to celebrate May 1st as international workers
day. In all countries May day was observed from 1890. May day is official holiday in 66 countries,
unofficially more countries celebrating May Day in the world as per their tradition.

In our country, Com. Singaravelar a great patriot and working class leader of Madras first ob-
served May Day in 1923 by calling public meeting and procession.

NFTE has a rich tradition of observing May Day in almost all Branches/District/Circle head
quarters by hoisting our flags. And also our Comrades were participating in rallies and meetings
organized by Trade unions in the country.



In DOT period, there were casual Mazdoors, Part time workers and Ayas were doing more
than 8 hours duty without paid weekly off and social Securities. Knowing all the facts, our visionary
leaders Com. OPG and Com. Chandrashekar have taken lot of pain to regularise them in DOT/
BSNL including Ayas/part time workers in one stroke. It was a memorable achievement of NFTE
in Trade union movement.

At present thousands of Contract workers are doing duties similar to regular staff. NFTE con-
ducted many struggles to get EPF deduction and social securities and constantly persuing the
matter of regularization and pension. After VRS — 19, Corona Pandemic, there was a change in
the situation. Unfortunately, we the victims for Govt. polices, Govt is introducing fixed time employ-
ment in all sectors, which increasing unemployment and boost to Private Sectors.

BSNL is facing stiff competition in the market. We are lacking behind, because of the Anti la-
bour and Anti PSU policies of Govt. The Govt have forgotten what they promised us at the time of
formation of BSNL in respect of Financial viability. Delay in providing 4G spectrum is badly effect-
ing our revenue and customer satisfaction. Now, the Govt nicely cutting the rights of workers one
by one. The Gouvt is directly/ indirectly supporting and strengthening private Corporates to close
down the PUS’s in the country. So, we have to remember “HAY MARKET” sacrifices and took the
inspiration of May Day (Labour Day) to safe guard the workers rights and our beloved entity. Let,
we took a pledge on May Day that we determined to save BSNL and all employees at any Cost.
And let us rededicate ourselves for the welfare of all workers in the BSNL.

“May Day Zindabad”-“Workers Unity Zindabad”
Long Live BSNL — NFTE ZINDABAD
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